
Theme Booklists—Grade 5 
 
 

Each theme in Pathways has activities tied to books that are not the theme book. One copy 
of the title is needed to teach the activity. If teachers choose not to use these books, they should 
choose books that deal with similar themes. The session number indicates where the book is first 
used. 

Schools desiring to begin adding titles to the library will want to choose from this booklist.  
Each title was available when the theme Daily Lesson Guide was published. If you cannot 

locate a title it may be found on an out-of-print website, such as Alibris (www.alibris.com) 
 
 
Theme 1: Shepherd Warrior 
 Session 1: Desmond Doss, Conscientious Objector: The Story of an Unlikely Hero by 

Frances M. Doss. Pacific Press, 2005. 
  First Aid for Wildlife: Basic Care for Birds and Mammals by Irene Ruth. Bick 

Publishing House, 1997. 
 Session 5: Psalm 23—The Lord is My Shepherd: 23rd Psalm Children’s Book by Helen 

Haidle. Seed Faith Books, 2006. 
 
 
Theme 2: Lewis and Clark: Opening the American West 
 Session 1: Lewis and Clark: Explorers of the American West by Steven Kroll. Holiday 

House, Inc., 1996. 
  Lewis and Clark for Kids: Their Journey of Discovery with 21 Activities by 

Janis Herbert. Chicago Review Press, Inc., 2000. (This book is used 
as a teacher resource.) 

 Session 6: Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster by Debra Frasier. Harcourt, 2007. 
 
 
Theme 3: First Flight: A Mother Hummingbird’s Story 
 Session 1: The 20th Century Children’s Poetry Treasury compiled by Jack Prelutsky. 

Random House Children’s Books, 1999. 
  Hummingbird Nest: A Journal of Poems by Kristine O’Connell George. 

Harcourt Children’s Books, 2004. 
 Session 4: A Kick in the Head: An Everyday Guide to Poetic Forms compiled by Paul B. 

Janeczko. Candlewick Press, 2005. 
 Session 5: A Poke in the I: A Collection of Concrete Poems edited by Paul B. Janeczko. 

Candlewick Press, 2005. 
 
 
Theme 4: Spy for the Night Riders 
 Session 7: Teacher-selected books on Medieval castles, especially those that feature 

detailed illustrations. 
 Session 8: Castle (DVD) narrated by David Macauley. PBS, 1986. 
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Theme 5: Socks 
 Session 1: What is My Cat Thinking? The Essential Guide to Understanding Pet 

Behavior by Gwen Bailey. Advanced Global Distribution, 2002. 
 Session 2: How to Talk to Your Cat by Jean Craighead George. HarperCollins 

Publishers, 2003. 
 Session 3: Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats by T. S. Eliot. Harcourt, 1982. 
 Session 4: Totally Fun Things to Do with Your Cat by Maxine Rock. Jossey-Bass Inc., 

1998. 
 Session 5: The Story of Mrs. Lovewright and Purrless Her Cat by Lore Segal. Aladdin 

Paperbacks, 2005. 
 Session 6: Wild Cats by Mary Batten. Random House Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
  Draw 50 Cats: The Step-by-Step Way to Draw Domestic Breeds, Wild Cats, 

Cuddly Kittens, and Famous Felines by Lee J. Ames. Broadway 
Books, 1989. 

 Session 8: Kitty Riddles by Katy Hall and Lisa Eisenberg. Penguin Young Readers 
Group, 2002. 

  Koko’s Kitten by Dr. Francine Patterson. Scholastic, Inc., 1987. 
 
 
Theme 6: Dinosaurs: Where did they come from . . . and where did they go 
 Session 1: Discover God’s World edited by Ronald W. Ritterskamp and Daniel J. 

Wyrick. Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1994. 
 Session 2: Detective Zack: Danger at Dinosaur Camp by Jerry D. Thomas. Pacific Press 

Publishing Association, 1995. 
 
 
Theme 7: Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio 
 Session 2: Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s Fastest Woman 

by Kathleen Krull. Harcourt Children’s Books, 2000. 
 Session 3: Dorothea Lange (Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists Series) by 

Mike Venezia. Children’s Press (CT), 2000. 
 Session 4: The Hero’s Trail: A Guide for a Heroic Life by T. A. Barron. Penguin Group 

(USA), 2007. 
 Session 6: Frida Kahlo (Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists Series) by Mike 

Venezia. Children’s Press (CT), 1999. 
  Frida Kahlo: The Artist Who Painted Herself (Smart About Art Series) by 

Margaret Frith. Penguin Group (USA) Inc., 2003. 
 Session 7: A Child’s Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson, illustrated by Tasha 

Tudor. Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing Group, 1999. 
 Session 8: Jonas Salk and the Polio Vaccine by Katherine Krohn. Coughlan Publishing, 

2007. 
 
 
Theme 8: A Family Apart 
 Session 6: If You Traveled on the Underground Railroad by Ellen Levine. Scholastic, 

Inc., 1993. 
 
 
Theme 9: Journey to Jo’burg: A South African Story 
 There are no booklist books for this theme book. 
 


